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A. Additional Materials Required Due to Content of Information Disclosure Statement 

Transmitted are the following documents in addition to the Information Disclosure Statement as 
required variously under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98: 

X Form PTO-1449 listing 40 references submitted for consideration. 

Copies of the references listed on the Form PTO-1449. 

English translations as indicated on the Form PTO-1449 of the references which are not 

in the English language. 

Copies of the following documents from the prosecution of a previous, related 

application: 

Form PTO-1449 AND INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT; and 



Form PTO-892 

B. Additional Materials Required Due to Timing of Filing of Information Disclosure 
Statement 

The transmitted Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within one (1) of the following 
four (4) time periods: 

I. _X_ Prior to the later of either three (3) months following the filing date or the mailing of a 

first Office Action. Accordingly, no materials other than those listed above are enclosed. 

II. Following the latter of either three (3) months following the filing date or the mailing of a 

first Office Action, but before the mailing of a final Office Action or a Notice of 
Allowance. Accordingly, to secure consideration thereof, one (1) of the following is also 
enclosed: 

Promptness Certification; or 

Credit Card Form PTO 2038 in the amount of $1 80.00 constituting the submission 

fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p). 

III. After the mailing of a Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. 

Accordingly, in order to secure consideration thereof, each of the following are also 
enclosed: 

Promptness Certificate; 

Petition for Consideration; and 



Check No. in the amount of $ constituting the petition fee set forth in 37 

C.F.R. § 1.17(i)(l). 
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IV. After payment of the Issue Fee. Accordingly, in order to secure consideration thereof, 

each of the following are also enclosed: 

Petition to Withdraw from Issue; and 



Check No. in the amount of $ constituting the petition fee set 

forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i)(l). 

C. Fees 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of or any deficiency in the following 
fees associated with this communication, or to credit any overpayment thereof, to Deposit Account No. 
23-3 1 78. A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed. 

X Any fee required in relation to filing of this letter or any documents transmitted therewith. 

The submission fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) in the event that 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) 

applies and the Examiner is not satisfied that any Promptness Certificate submitted meets 
the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). 

The submission fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p). 



The petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § U7(i)(l). 

Dated this day of July, 2006. 
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Sir: 

Please find, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(1), the enclosed Form PTO-1449 which 
contains a list of all patents, publications, or other items that have come to the attention of one or 
more of the individuals designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). While no representation is made that 
any of these references may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. §§ 
102 or 103, the enclosed list of references is disclosed so as to fully comply with the duty of 
disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 



Moreover, while no representation is made that a specific search of office files or patent 
office records has been conducted or that no better art exists, the undersigned attorney of record 
believes that the enclosed art is the closest to the claimed invention (taken in its entirety) of 
which the undersigned is presently aware, and no art which is closer to the claimed invention 
(taken in its entirety) has been knowingly withheld. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98, a copy of each of the listed references or 
relevant portion thereof is also enclosed. 



Dated this Jj^day of July, 2006. 
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A9. 

A10. 

All. 
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A13. 

AI4. 
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Patent 
Number 

3,802,698 

3,845,756 

4,408,613 

4,556,216 

4,709,917 

4,757,495 

4,763,284 

4,837,157 

4,860,763 

4,866,704 
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4,925,183 

5,089,960 
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5,240,417 



Issue 
Date 

4/9/74 

1 1/5/74 
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2/18/92 
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Burian, et al. 
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Yang 
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Bergman 

Miller 

Kim 
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Chen 

Smithson et al. 
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600 

482 

482 
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482 

482 
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482 
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Sub 
Class 
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131 

63 

477 

41 

20 

520 

452 
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61 

6 
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61 



Filing 
Date 
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applicant. 
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A16. 
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Hoarty et al. 
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Benjamin et al. 


482 
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A19. 


5,546,324 


8/13/96 


Palmer et al. 


348 


14.1 


A20. 


5,572,643 


1 1/5/96 


Judson 


709 


218 


A21. 


5,590,128 


12/31/96 


Maloney et al. 


370 


260 


A22. 


5,598,849 


2/4/97 


Browne 


600 


520 


A23. 


5,605,336 


2/25/97 


Gaoiran et al. 


273 


445 


A24. 


5,655,997 


8/12/97 


Greenberg et al. 


482 
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A25. 


5,663,951 


9/2/97 


Danneels et al. 


370 


230 


A26. 


5,690,582 


1 1/25/97 


Ulrich et al. 


482 
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A27. 


5,695,400 


12/9/97 


Fennell Jr. et al. 


463 


42 


A28. 


5,754,765 


5/19/98 


Danneels et al.s 


709 


222 


A29. 


5,771,354 


6/23/98 


Crawford 


709 


229 


A30. 


5,838,906 


11/17/98 


Doyle et al. 


715 


501. 


A31. 


5,854,833 


12/29/98 


Hogan et al. 


379 
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1/11/00 
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4/18/00 


Shea 
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A36. 


6,066,075 


5/23/00 


Poulton 


482 
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A37. 


6,171,218 


1/9/01 


Shea 


482 


57 


A38. 


6,312,363 


1 1/6/01 


Watterson, et al. 


482 


54 


A39. 


6,616,578 


9/9/03 


Alessandri 


482 
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A40. 


6,645,124 


11/11/03 


Clem 


482 
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References Cited by Applicants 

While the filing of Information Disclosure Statements is voluntary, the procedure is governed by 
the guidelines of Section 609 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 
To be considered a proper Information Disclosure Statement, Form PTO- 1449 shall be accompanied by a 
copy of each listed patent or publication or other item of information and a translation of the pertinent 
portions of foreign documents (if an existing translation is readily available to the applicant), an explanation 
of relevance of each reference not in the English language, and should be submitted in a timely manner as 
set outinMPEP Sec. 609. 

Examiners will consider all citations submitted in conformance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 and MPEP 
Sec. 609 and place their initials adjacent the citations in the spaces provided on this form. Examiners will 
also initial citations not in conformance with the guidelines which may have been considered. A reference 
may be considered by the Examiner for any reason whether or not the citation is in full conformance with 
the guidelines. A line will be drawn through a citation if it is not in conformance with the guidelines AND 
has not been considered. A copy of the submitted form, as reviewed by the Examiner, will be returned to 
the applicant with the next communication. The original of the form will be entered into the application file. 

Each citation initialed by the Examiner will be printed on the issued patent in the same manner as 
references cited by the Examiner on Form PTO-892. 



Examiner: Date Considered: 
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through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 
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The reference designations "Al," "A2," etc. (referring to Applicant's reference 1, Applicant's 
reference 2, etc.) will be used by the Examiner in the same manner as Examiner's reference designations 
"A," "B," "C," etc. on Office Action Form PTO-1 142. 
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